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CATHERINE OF VALOIS,

Stn&KTAMED THE  FAIR,
QUEEN CONSORT OF HENRY V.

KATHEKINE OF YALOIS was the youngest child of
Charles YL, king of Prance, and queen Isabeau. She was
born October 27,1401, at the hotel de St. Pol, the private residence
in Paris of the royal family. There she was reared in infancy,
and there her royal sire, Charles YL, spent the dreary time of his
lapses from reason. He was unconscious of his misery, but the royal
infants were shamefully neglected by their vicious mother. It
was a feature in the king of Prance's dire disease that when he
recovered it left him suddenly. One day, when Katherine was
three years old, in 1404, he was observed to look around him in-
telligently, and the next minute he sternly questioned the gover-
ness of his little princesses, Michelle and Catherine, regarding
the disarray and misery in which they appeared. The lady, who
was of high rank, owned that the royal children had not a suf-
ficient supply of clothes, or even of food. " I see I am not better
treated/' replied Charles; and taksj^p g-the silver cup of which he
had not yet been deprived, he gave TF to her, telling her to sell it,
and purchase necessaries for his children and those who had not
yet deserted them. Directly the wicked queen-mother heard that
her royal lord spoke and looked sensibly, her conscience alarmed
her, and she decamped with the king's brother, Louis, duke of
Orleans, to Mila;n, giving orders to her brother, duke Louis of
Bavaria, to abduct the royal children and bring them to her.
The Bavarian carried off at the same time the princess Michello,
who was betrothed to the young count of Charolois, that young
prince, who, with all the other children of the duke of Bur-
gundy, were educated with the royal family of Prance at tho
palais de St. PoL The Burgundian soldiers who guarded that
palace, enraged at the abduction of their own duke's child, pursued
them. The duke of Bavaria fled, and the Burgundian guards
took possession of Louis the dauphin, his brotners, and the infant
Katharine, besides their own young prince and ^is little wife
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